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   Library research can be an overwhelming experience.  It is often hard to know where to begin, or how to 
proceed when all the familiar resources have been exhausted.  That’s where library instruction comes in.  Library 
instruction helps students develop the skills and critical thinking abilities to be able to organize the research process, 
search for and select quality information sources, and interpret and present the information that they acquire.  
 Many students become familiar with the library’s resources during their freshman English or Learning 
Frameworks classes.  These classes introduce students to the types of materials that we have in the library, elec-
tronic resources such as article databases, and the library catalog.   Orientation classes lay a foundation for more 
specialized classes such as subject specific database searching.  The research skills that are taught in the orientation 
classes are transferable to all academic fields, and give students the confidence to start researching on their own.  
 Library orientation classes are an important part of the daily work of the Instructional Services department, 
but they are not the only classes we teach.  We have classes for all types of students, from high school students from 
our local community to Ph.D. Candidates.  We offer classes that focus on the research needs of the different 
academic disciplines, and classes that teach students how to critically evaluate internet sites, how to do more com-
plex web searches, and how to more efficiently use our databases.  We also work with faculty members to develop 
materials that will help solve common problems in student research, such as using unreliable sources or accidental 
plagiarism.  See  Services, p.2

Arts at the Library
   The UTPA Library is proud to offer a number of 
places where students and faculty can display artistic 
works.  Our largest space is the Library Annex Gallery, 
located on the first floor of the West Wing, near the 
library classrooms.  So far this year, we have had the 
opportunity to work with the Art Department by 
providing gallery space for a Biographical Postcard 
exhibit, featuring works by students from the Univer-
sity of Texas-Pan American and the University of 
Florida, and a photography exhibit entitled A World To 
Explore: Italy and India.  In our lobby display area, we 
have been able to feature the UTPA Mariachi program 
and other student organizations.  
     The library will be sponsoring many more exciting 
events in the coming months.
 This spring we will have a speaker’s series 
featuring local writers, and a series of film screenings 
combined with a discussion of the movies’ themes with

See  Arts, p.3

Book Review

See  Book Review, p.2 

Oshinsky, David M.  A Conspiracy so Immense: The 
World of Joe McCarthy.   New York: The Free Press, 
1983. Available at the UTPA Library on the 2nd floor 
West, E748 .M43 O73 1983

I like to read biographies, and for some 
time I have wanted to read a biography 
of Joe McCarthy.  (OK, in recent years 
I’ve also read biographies of Mao, 
Hitler, Stalin, and J. Edgar Hoover, so 
I’m into larger than life characters.)  I 
was plowing through this one when I 
saw a TV news show do an interview 

with George Clooney on the newly released movie he 
directed about Edward R. Murrow called Good Night 
and Good Luck.  That made me think of reviewing this 
particular biography for this issue of the newsletter.


