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"Let's Talk About It: Making Sense of the American Civil War" 
"Let's Talk About It: Making Sense of the American Civil War" is designed as a series of five conversations or discussions exploring different facets of the Civil War experience, informed by reading the words written or uttered by powerful voices from the past and present, and complemented by related programming during the series. These conversations include both short introductory lectures and group discussion led by a facilitator. University students are encouraged to be participants, as well as people from the local community interested in this era. 

Participants will meet at the UTPA Library Auditorium on the following Monday evenings at 7 – 9 pm:

Session One (February 6, 2012) "Imagining War"
Reading Selections:
Geraldine Brooks, March [2005]

Selection from the anthology America’s War: Talking About the Civil War and Emancipation on Their 150th Anniversaries [2011]:
Louisa May Alcott, “Journal kept at the hospital, Georgetown, D.C.” [1862].

Session Two (February 27, 2012) "Choosing Sides"
Reading Selections:
Selections from the anthology America's War:

Frederick Douglass, "What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?" [1852];

Henry David Thoreau, "A Plea for Captain John Brown" [1859];

Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address [March 4, 1861];

Alexander H. Stephens, "Cornerstone" speech [March 21, 1861];

Robert Montague, Secessionist speech at Virginia secession convention [April 1-2, 1861];

Chapman Stuart, Unionist speech at Virginia secession convention [April 5, 1861];

Elizabeth Brown Pryor, excerpt from Reading the Man: A Portrait of Robert E. Lee Through his Private Letters [2007];

Mark Twain, "The Private History of a Campaign That Failed" [1885]; and

Sarah Morgan, excerpt from The Diary of a Southern Woman [May 9, May 17, 1862].
Session Three (March 19, 2012) "Making Sense of Shiloh"
Reading Selections:
Selections from the anthology America's War:

Ambrose Bierce, "What I Saw of Shiloh" [1881];

Ulysses Grant, excerpt from the Memoirs [1885];

Shelby Foote, excerpt from Shiloh [1952];

Bobbie Ann Mason, "Shiloh" [1982]; and

General Braxton Bragg, speech to the Army of the Mississippi [May 3, 1862].
Special Event – Saturday, March 24, 2012:

A car caravan tour to Brownsville for a downtown tour of Civil War structures at 10 AM with Dr. Tony Knopp, retired TSC/UTB professor.  After lunch will tour Palmito Ranch Battlefield where the last land battle of the Civil War took place and Palo Alto Battlefield where a battle in U.S.-Mexican War which took place about 20 years before. Rolando Garza, NHP Archeologist/Chief of Resource Management will guide the afternoon tours. 
Special Event – Monday, March 26, 2012:

Dr. Jerry Thompson, will speak on “South Texas in the American Civil War”, UTPA Library Auditorium, 7 pm.  General Public welcome.
Thompson is a Regent’s Professor of History at TAMIU and considered one of the nation’s top authorities on the Civil War.  The author of over 20 books, he is a past president of the Texas State Historical Association.  Thompson holds a doctorate from Carnegie-Mellon University and has received numerous awards from the Texas Historical Commission, Western Writers of America, Texas State Historical Association, Historical Society of New Mexico, and Arizona Historical Society.
Session Four (April 9, 2012) "The Shape of War"
Reading Selections:
James M. McPherson, Crossroad of Freedom: Antietam [2002]

Selections from the anthology America's War:

Drew Gilpin Faust, excerpt from This Republic of Suffering: Death and the Civil War [2008];

Gary W. Gallagher, “The Net Result of the Campaign was in Our Favor: Confederate Reaction to 1862 Maryland Campaign” [1999].

Session Five (April 30, 2012) "War and Freedom"
Reading Selections:
Selections from the anthology America's War:

Abraham Lincoln, address on colonization [1862];

John M. Washington, "Memorys [sic] of the Past" [1873];

Abraham Lincoln, Emancipation Proclamation [1863];

Frederick Douglass, "Men of Color, To Arms!" [March 1863];

Abraham Lincoln, letters to James C. Conkling [1863] and Albert G. Hodges [1864];

Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address [1863];

James S. Brisbin, report on U.S. Colored Cavalry in Virginia [Oct. 2, 1864];

Colored Citizens of Nashville, Tennessee, Petition to the Union Convention of Tennessee

Assembled in the Capitol at Nashville [January 9, 1865];

Margaret Walker, excerpt from Jubilee [1966];

Leon Litwack, excerpt from Been in the Storm So Long [1979]; and

Abraham Lincoln, Second Inaugural Address, 1865.

The program is designed to probe meanings of the Civil War that are “hidden in plain sight” behind the key questions and main characters so familiar to us. After considering the vast sweep and profound breadth of Civil War experience, participants will understand that the American Civil War was not a single thing, or a simple thing. And yet they will also see emancipation—the end of the most powerful system of slavery in the modern world—take its place as the central story of the war.

The discussions will be led by Dr. Trinidad Gonzales, PhD., History Instructor at South Texas College.  As part of the program, group discussions will be held on the following three books which will be provided to participants:

· March, the Pulitzer Prize winning novel by Geraldine Brooks 

· Crossroads of Freedom: Antietam, by James McPherson 

· America’s War: Talking about the Civil War and Emancipation on their 150th Anniversaries, an anthology of historical fiction, speeches, diaries, memoirs, biographies and short stories edited by national project scholar Edward L. Ayers. 

All reading materials will be provided to registered participants. However, the number of books on hand are limited and preregistration is required. Contact Virginia Haynie Gause at 956-665-2303 or vgause@utpa.edu to reserve yours as soon as possible.

"Let’s Talk About It: Making Sense of the American Civil War", has been made possible through a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities and the American Library Association. Community partners with UTPA include the Mexican American Studies Program at South Texas College, Museum of South Texas History, Sekula Memorial Library, and Las Porciones Society.
